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Originally established in 1973, the Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island
operates pursuant to Part VII of the Legal Profession Act. The purpose
of the Foundation is to receive interest earned on lawyers’ trust accounts (IOLTA)
and to make these funds available to organizations engaged in activities
which are in keeping with the Foundation’s mandate.

Visit lawfoundationpei.ca for more information

CHAIR’S REPORT– GARY SCALES
2020 FUNDING ACTIVITY
In the year 2020, the Law Foundation contributed $169,500 in
support of continuous programs and services including the
courthouse law libraries, the Community Legal Information
Association, the PEI Bar Admission Course, a legal education
coordinator position, CanLII levies and various scholarships.
Funding Support Provided in 2020
For Continuous Programs and Services
Law Library
$
Community Legal Information Association
$
Bar Admission Course - PEI
$
Continuing Legal Education Coordinator
$
Law Scholarships
$
CanLll Levy
$
Legal Assistant Scholarship
$

In addition, the Law Foundation was
pleased to provide $26,359 in grants
to four projects taking place in 2020:
Hospice PEI’s health care directive
education sessions, CanLII’s PEI
database expansion project,
Community Legal Information’s
development of a self-represented
litigants handbook and the Restorative Justice Community Speakers Series.
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IMPACT OF COVID-19
2020 saw the introduction of significant COVID-19 related restrictions that had an impact on the
operations of many organizations across PEI. As outlined below, the Law Foundation was affected
financially however its operations and most grantee projects were able continue using on-line
platforms.
Revenues and Expenditures:
The Law Foundation experienced a marked decrease in revenues during the year as compared to
2019 largely due to lower interest rates. Interest on lawyer’s trust accounts (IOLTA) revenue was
$221,698, down from $485,792 in 2019 - a decline of just over 54%. Low interest rates are
expected to continue through 2021, therefore revenue projections for 2021 have been
conservatively set at a total of $150,000.
Grantees:
The Law Foundation reached out to all grantees during the height of COVID-19 restrictions
informing them that the Law Foundation was committed to continuing funding support during this
challenging time. Grantees were asked to provide an update on the status of their project, and
whether the activity of the project was significantly affected by public health restrictions. Most
grantees were able to seamlessly shift to virtual project delivery, however, one project that relied on
in-person sessions had their funding extended into 2021 to allow for a shift to an on-line education
format.
Law Foundation Operations and Governance:
Public Health restrictions had minimum impact on the day-to-day activities of the Law Foundation,
which was able to continue its work using on-line methods. Board meetings and information
sessions were shifted to virtual formats.
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2020 ACLF
The Executive Director and Chair attended an afternoon Zoom session on September 10th for the
Association of Canadian Law Foundation’s (ACLF) meetings. This gathering provided valuable
information on emerging access to justice issues and new initiatives that have been funded within
each jurisdiction. The learning focus of the meeting was on racial justice, diversity and inclusion in
grant-making organizations.
2021 PROJECT SUPPORT:
In addition to its continuous funding, the Law Foundation approved grants for the following one-time
projects to be completed in 2021:
Organization

Activity

Hospice PEI

Conduct public advance care planning workshops
(extension due to COVID-19 impacts on delivery in 2020)
Development of Good Samaritans Drug Overdose Act
brochure
Environmental Impact Assessment Workshop
Know Your Rights information campaign
Grant supporting an access to justice forum

PEERS Alliance
East Coast Environmental Law
Canadian National Institute for the Blind
PEI Access to Justice Committee

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
The Law Foundation’s 2019-2021 strategic plan set out a goal
to connect with more community organizations that may have
ideas for projects that address new issues or offer innovative
approaches to the delivery of legal services on PEI. The
action to achieve this goal was to undertake an awareness
campaign in 2020. Due to the impact of COVID-19, the
project was moved into 2021 and work is currently underway.
Materials are being developed that feature a new brandmark
and logo focusing specifically on the funding program. Videos
and google ads will be released showcasing grantees and
their projects, and will highlight awareness about the work of
the Law Foundation.
Acknowledgements
I extend my thanks to the current Governors for their generous commitment of time and effort to
further the work of the Law Foundation: Barbara Smith, Q.C. (Secretary Treasurer), William Dow,
Q.C., and Paul Murphy. The Law Foundation also extends its appreciation to staff members, Lisa
MacKay, Financial Officer, and Sheila Lund MacDonald, Executive Director, for their work
throughout the year.

Respectfully submitted,
Gary Scales, Chair
Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island
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ABOUT THE LAW FOUNDATION OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
MISSION
The Law Foundation of PEI (Law Foundation) works to promote the advancement of legal
knowledge and access to justice for all Prince Edward Islanders. It does this by funding projects
and encouraging partnerships that advance the Foundation’s mandate.

MANDATE
As set out in the Legal Profession Act, Part VII Law Foundation, Section 50(1), the
Foundation has the power to establish and maintain a fund and use the proceeds thereof
for the purposes of:
a) legal education, legal research or law reform
b) the editing and printing of decisions of the Court of Appeal, Supreme Court and
Provincial Court of Prince Edward Island
c) the promotion of legal aid
d) aiding in the establishing, operating, and maintaining of law libraries in Prince
Edward Island

ADMINISTRATION
The affairs of the Law Foundation are conducted by a Board of Governors composed of five
members, four being members of the Law Society and appointed by the Council of the Law
Society; and one member who is appointed by the Minister of Justice and Public Safety and
Attorney General. Governors serve on the board for a term of two years or until a successor
is appointed.
The Board meets a minimum of four times per year to decide on policy matters and to deal
with the general administration of the Law Foundation.
Day-to-day administration and management services are provided by an Executive Director
who is engaged on a part-time contract basis. Financial administration support is provided
by a Financial Officer who is engaged on a part-time contract basis.

BOARD AND STAFF
2020 Law Foundation of PEI Board of Governors*

• Gary Scales, Chair
• Barbara Smith, Q.C., Secretary-Treasurer
• TBA, Attorney General Representative
• William Dow, Q.C.
• Paul Murphy

2020 Law Foundation of PEI Staff

• Lisa MacKay, Financial Officer
• Sheila Lund MacDonald,
Executive Director

*Biographies of each Board member can be found here.
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AREAS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 2019-2022
The following four areas of encouragement were identified to guide funding decisions, with
the overarching goal of strengthening Islanders’ ability to access justice and legal
information:
•
•
•
•

Legal needs of seniors, newcomers, low income Islanders and vulnerable groups.
Innovative approaches to enhance access to justice.
Public legal education that is practical, relevant and accessible.
Technology, specifically projects that explore or use technology that enhances the
delivery of legal services and/or public legal education.

GRANT FUNDING REPORT 2013-2020
Organization

Description

Courthouse Law Library Services
Community Legal Information
Association
Bar Admission Course and
Professional Legal Education
Sessions
Canadian Legal Information Institute
Legal Education Scholarships
Legal Administration Scholarships

To support day-to-day operations.
To support day-to-day operations.
Funds allocated to cover the cost of
the course and for coordination of
other professional legal education
events.
To support CanLII case law service.
$5000 annually to support
scholarships.
Annual scholarships for students
studying legal administration.
Annual membership fee.

Grants
2013- 2019

Grants in
2020

$745,317

$75,000

$342,000

$50,000

$245,631

$35,000

$25,000

$3,000

$35,000

$5,000

$20,500

$1,500

Association of Canadian Law
$1,400
Foundations
Total programs and services funded
Listed above
$1,414,848
2013-2019
Total programs and services funded
Listed above
2020
Project Grants from 2013-2019
For one-time and multi-year projects.
$539,247
Project Grants provided in 2020
For one-time and multi-year projects.
Total funding from 2013-2019
$1,954,095
Total funding provided in 2020
From 2013-2020 the Law Foundation of PEI has provided

-

$169,500
$26,359
$195,859

$2,149,954
in funding support to PEI-based projects, services and organizations.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
The Law Foundation funds a variety of scholarships to support students pursuing careers in
law. In 1985 an endowment fund was started in order to offer a scholarship to Island
students attending the Dalhousie Schulich School of Law. In 1992 an endowment fund was
started to offer both an entrance and an upper year scholarship to Island students attending
law school at the University of New Brunswick. Beginning in 2008, the Law Foundation
partnered with the Law Society of PEI to establish an annual scholarship award for students
from PEI engaged in the study of law at an accredited university. Since 2008, the Law
Foundation has offered scholarships for those graduating from legal administration
programs on PEI.

Since 2008, the Law Foundation has offered scholarships for
those graduating from legal administration programs on PEI.
2020 Centennial Scholarship Recipients
Law Foundation of PEI Centennial Scholarships were
presented to University of New Brunswick students Sabryna
Shaw (Upper Year scholarship) and Vanessa Trainor (Entrance
scholarship) at the October 2019 Law Academic Awards Night
ceremony.
Sabryna Shaw

For the second consecutive year, Zach Geldert was awarded the
Dalhousie Schulich School of Law Centennial Scholarship.

Zach Geldert

Law Society/Law Foundation Scholarship
2020 recipients were: David C. Chukwuka, Julia O’Hanley and Sabryna
Shaw

ANNUAL THANE CAMPBELL LECTURESHIP IN LAW
The Thane Campbell Lectureship in Law was not held in 2020 due to the impact of COVID19 on the organization of this event.

©2019 The Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island
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APPENDIX “A” AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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